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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This action is in response to the amendment filed 12/19/2007. 

2. Claims 1-36 have been examined and are pending in the application. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

3. Claims 1-36 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Edwards U.S Patent No. 6,539,501 in view of Niemi U.S Patent No. 6,470,388. 

As to claim 1, Edwards teaches an integrated tracing and logging system (Fig. 
1) comprising: 

a tracing module associated with specified program code regions of an 
application, the tracing module to receive and process tracing method calls generated 
by the application when specified program code regions are executed (instances within 
a program to trace the program execution progress, lines 41-55 column 1); and 

a logging module, the logging module to receive and process logging method 
calls (log method and log file, lines 41-55 column 1, lines 7-47 column 3). 

Edwards does not explicitly teach the system of tracing and logging is employed 
within a system of computers interconnected through a network with specified network 



Application/Control Number: 10/749,616 Page 3 

Art Unit: 2194 

components and categories, and the tracing and logging modules are instances of 
subclasses of a class. 

Niemi teaches (Figs. 2-4, line 57 column 7 to line 42 column 8) a system of 
tracing and logging wherein the system is employed within computers interconnected 
through a network with specified network components and categories, and the tracing 
and logging modules are instances of subclasses of a class. It would have been 
obvious at the time the invention was made to a person of ordinary skill in the art to 
have modified Edwards reference to include the teachings of Niemi reference because 
by having the tracing and logging modules as subclasses of a class, the system could 
allow these two modules to share certain generic behaviors of the same class, as 
disclosed by Niemi (line 57 column 7 to line 42 column 8). 

As to claim 2, Edwards as modified further teaches the tracing module further 
comprises trace severity logic to identify a tracing severity level associated with the 
tracing method calls and to process the tracing method calls based on the tracing 
severity level (the use of severity level, lines 29-36 column 3). 

As to claim 3, Edwards as modified further teaches the trace severity logic 
processes the tracing method calls by comparing the tracing severity level of the 
method calls to a tracing severity threshold, wherein if the tracing severity level crosses 
the tracing severity threshold, a trace message is sent to a first output destination 
(severity level and outputting a message to a file, lines 29-36 column 3). 

As to claim 4, Edwards as modified further teaches the logging module further 
comprises log severity logic to identify a logging severity level associated with the 
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logging method calls and to process the logging method calls based on the logging 
severity level (the use of severity level, lines 29-36 column 3). 

As to claim 5, Edwards as modified further teaches the log severity logic 
processes the logging method calls by comparing the logging severity level of the 
method calls to a logging severity threshold, wherein if the logging severity level crosses 
the logging severity threshold, a log message is sent to a second output destination 
(severity level and outputting a message to a file, lines 29-36 column 3). 

As to claim 6, Edwards as modified further teaches wherein the first and/or 
second output destination comprises a display console (display, line 35 column 3). 

As to claim 7, Edwards as modified further teaches wherein the first and/or 
second output destination comprises a trace and/or log file, respectively (file for 
outputting messages, lines 34-36 column 3). 

As to claim 8, Edwards as modified further teaches the first output destination is 
equivalent to the second output destination (file for outputting messages, lines 34-36 
column 3). 

As to claim 9, Edwards as modified further teaches a trace filter to filter the 
tracing method calls according to a specified trace message filtering policy (methods 
and variables applying to generated data, line 48 column 3 to line 54 column 5). 

As to claim 10, Edwards as modified further teaches filtering comprises 
precluding the trace message from being sent to the first output destination (the use of 
TraceOn, lines 65-67 column 3). 



Application/Control Number: 10/749,616 Page 5 

Art Unit: 2194 

As to claim 11, Edwards as modified further teaches the specified trace 
message filtering policy comprises blocking the trace message from the first output 
destination but allowing the trace message to be sent to a second output destination 
(line 48 column 3 to line 54 column 5). 

As to claim 12, Edwards as modified further teaches a log filter to filter the 
logging method calls according to a specified log filtering policy (methods and variables 
applying to generated data, line 48 column 3 to line 54 column 5). 

As to claim 13, Edwards as modified further teaches precluding the trace 
message from being sent to the first output destination (the use of TraceOn, lines 65-67 
column 3). 

As to claim 14, Edwards as modified further teaches the specified log filtering 
policy comprises blocking the log message from the first output destination but allowing 
the log message to be sent to a second output destination (line 48 column 3 to line 54 
column 5). 

As to claim 15, Edwards as modified further teaches a plurality of trace 
message and/or log message formatters to convert the trace method calls and/or the 
log method calls to a specified one or more trace and/or log message formats, 
respectively (outputting error messages, warning or information, when executing code, 
lines 16-36 column 3). 

As to claim 16, Edwards as modified further teaches the trace and/or log 
message formats comprises a human-readable format for displaying on a display 
console (display, line 35 column 3). 
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As to claim 17, Niemi further teaches the class is a controller class, the first 
subclass is a tracing subclass to the controller class and the second subclass is a 
logging subclass to the controller class (Fig. 4, line 57 column 7 to line 42 column 8). 
Note the discussion of claim 1 above for the reason of combining references. 

As to claims 18-22, they are system claims of claims 1-5, respectively. 
Therefore, they are rejected for the same reasons as claims 1-5 above. 

As to claim 23, it is a system claim of claims 9 and 12. Therefore, it is rejected 
for the same reasons as claims 9 and 12 above. 

As to claims 24-25, they are system claims of claims 15-16, respectively. 
Therefore, they are rejected for the same reasons as claims 15-16 above. 

As to claim 26, it is a method claim of claims 1 and 17. Therefore, it is rejected 
for the same reasons as claims 1 and 17 above. 

As to claims 27-30, they are method claims of claims 2-5, respectively. 
Therefore, they are rejected for the same reasons as claims 2-5 above. 

As to claim 31, it is a method claim of claims 9 and 12. Therefore, it is rejected 
for the same reasons as claims 9 and 12 above. 

As to claims 32-33, they are method claims of claims 15-16, respectively. 
Therefore, they are rejected for the same reasons as claims 15-16 above. 

As to claims 34-36, they are computer program product claims of claims 26 and 
2-3, respectively. Therefore, they are rejected for the same reasons as claims 26 and 
2-3 above. 
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Response to Arguments 

4. Applicant's arguments filed 12/19/2007 have been fully considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) rejection. 

Applicant's arguments presented issues which required the Examiner to further 
view the previous rejection. The Examiner conducted a further search regarding the 
issues mentioned in Applicant's response. Therefore, all arguments regarding the cited 
references of the previous rejection are moot in view of the new grounds of rejection. 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Andy Ho whose telephone number is (571) 272-3762. A 
voice mail service is also available for this number. The examiner can normally be 
reached on Monday - Friday, 8:30 am - 5:00 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Meng An can be reached on (571) 272-3756. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIM) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or' Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
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you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is 571-272- 
2100. 

Any response to this action should be mailed to: 

Commissioner for Patents 

P.O Box 1450 

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 
Or fax to: 

• AFTER-FINAL faxes must be signed and sent to (571 ) 273 - 8300. 

• OFFICAL faxes must be signed and sent to (571 ) 273 - 8300. 

• NON OFFICAL faxes should not be signed, please send to (571 ) 273 - 3762 

/Andy Ho/ 

Examiner, Art Unit 2194 



